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DAMPIER-BUNBURY NATURAL GAS PIPELINE 
Statement by Minister Assisting the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure 

MR A.D. McRAE (Riverton - Minister Assisting the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure) [9.22 am]:  
Last week I paid a visit to the Shire of Harvey to undertake an inspection of the alignment options for the 
expanded Dampier-Bunbury natural gas pipeline.  The existing two pipelines are owned by Alcoa, Alinta and 
Diversified Utility and Energy Trusts and have a current capacity of 632 terajoules a day.  This planned 
infrastructure project will expand the existing 1 500 kilometre gas pipeline to ensure a sustainable long-term 
natural gas supply to the booming south west of our state.  It is a perfect example of how the Carpenter 
government is making decisions for the future of all Western Australians.  At the same time, the government is 
aware of the need to balance the economic development imperatives with the very real environmental and social 
interests.  In some parts of the gas pipeline corridor in the Harvey district, various environmental and land-use 
concerns were raised with me.  Therefore, I agreed at a meeting in September to visit the area and talk to the 
businesses and landowners who might be affected by the options being considered by the government.   
During the trip last week I inspected the current and alternative pipeline routes to gain a better understanding of 
the issues involved.  One option is to expand the land corridor surrounding the pipeline to a width of 30 metres, 
with room to support additional pipelines.  Other options involve deviations to reduce environmental damage to 
important wetlands.  Over the next few weeks I will be considering all the options in order to draft a decision by 
the end of the year.  I will give due consideration to the advice provided in various government reports and to the 
views expressed by the public, including more than 20 written submissions, in addition to the valuable insight I 
gained last week from my trip to Harvey.  I extend my appreciation to the local farmers and other stakeholders 
for their warm welcome and their engagement with this process, and to the member for Collie-Wellington for his 
hard work in organising community meetings and lobbying hard on behalf of his constituents. 
 


